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Hazard Identification, Profiling and Ranking
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6.2 Hazard Identification
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Table 6-1

Natural Hazards and Declared Major Disasters in Pri nce George’s County,
2000 to 2006

Date &
Disaster
(DR) Nature of Event
4/10/00 WINTER STORM — Between January 25" and 30" of 2000, up to 20
(1324-DR) inches of snow fell in Maryland, resulting in the University closing due to

treacherous road and sidewalk conditions. In April, the winter storm was
declared a disaster, and affected areas of Prince George’s County could
apply for Public Assistance.

9/24 /01 TORNADO - A devastating tornado caused 2 deaths, injuries, and
property damage on the College Park campus. A larger storm system
produced this violent, multiple-vortex F3 tornado in the planning area,
College Park. It moved at peak intensity through the campus, before
heading parallel to I-95 through Laurel, Maryland, where F3-level
damage was also reported. The path of destruction from this storm was
measured at 17.5 miles in length in about 126 minutes. Over $16 million
in damage was reported for Prince George’s County.

9/18/03 HURRICANE ISABEL — This early fall storm developed into a category

(1492-DR) F5 and was considered a category F2 when it made landfall in North
Carolina with winds between 96 and 110 mph. Around the time it passed
into Maryland, Isabel was downgraded to a tropical storm, with winds
between 39 to 73 mph. The downgraded storm continued to cause
severe destruction, resulting in a disaster declaration in which Individual
and Public Assistance was offered in affected areas of Prince George’s
County. Throughout the state, about 1.24 million homes lost electrical
power and $820 million in damage was reported.
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Section 6.3  Overview of the Type and Location of Natural
Hazards that can affect the Jurisdiction
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Figure 6-1
Paint Branch Watershed (source: EyesofPaintBranch.o  rg)
Severity of the Flood Hazard
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Impact on Life and Property
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Occurrence of Flood Hazard
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Figure 6-2

Floods in Prince George’s
County, Maryland,
1950 — 2006
(Source: NOAA National
Climatic Data Center)



6.3.2 Wind

(Includes Hurricanes, Tropical Storms, and Tornadoe  S)
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Figure 6 -3

The 2001 tornado killed two UM students and
resulted in millions of dollars in damage to
the College Park campus.
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Figure 6 -4
Tornado Occurrences, Classes and Damages in Prince
George’s County, Maryland,
1950 — 2006 (Source: NOAA National Climatic Data Ce nter)




6.3.3 Lightning

Description
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Occurrence of the Lightning Hazard
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Figure 6 -5

Lightning Occurrences, Classes and Damages in Princ e George’s County, Maryland,

1950 — 2006 (Source: NOAA National Climatic Data Ce nter)
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6.3.4 Earthquake

Description
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Figure 6-6
Approximate Epicenters of Earthquakes in
Source: Maryland Geological Society, from date in S

and nearM  aryland.
tover, et al., 1984, and USGS, 1990.
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6.3.5 Winter Storm

Description
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6.3.6 Wildfire

Description
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6.3.7 Hall

Description
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6.3.8 Extreme Temperature

Description
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6.3.9 Drought

Description
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6.3.10 Sinkholes and Land Subsidence

Description
&% +% $ 138 % % $ ' 1% % % $
5 +5 % $ 6 % $ 6
@ +% $ 5 8 5+ % $$ % !!$
@ 5% $ % % J %8%$$ $ % $ 6 $ <
@ 5% 5 $5+% $ 5 %

$ 6 % % $

Geographical Extent

@ +% $ 5 $69$ % ! $ 5 %$ <
% " $5% $ $ $ %6% % $! $ %
% $3 % % *% %$5 3 6 $ +% ! %

$>% 3% $ 6 $ I!$$5 9 % %
$ $ % !'$ $$$ 54 $+% $6$ %$! 3 $% %% $

$$ % !
Severity of Sinkholes and Land Subsidence

% $ $58 %% $ 5% $ 63! % 5 %5

$ % $ @ 5% $ ! 6

% % 55 %! ! % $@ +% $ $% 6
% % ' % 5 | $ % $! @ $5
3 $$ ! 5 % $ % % 6 $+% $
! !

Impact on Life and Property

% % 5 ! $ $ $+% $ $5% % ! 6 %%

4 $6 %%$6 $

Occurrence of Sinkholes and Land Subsidence

% ! $ ! $54 % +% $ $5$ 6 % ! $ $%
$ = 8%9 % !55 $+% $ $5% % !
% $ 65% $ 3

19



6.4 Methodology for Identifying Natural Hazards for
Additional Analysis (Risk Assessment)
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Table 6-2

University of Maryland Hazard Ranking

Disaster
Flood 3 3 3 3 3 15
Wind 3 3 3 2 3 14
Lightning 3 2 2 2 1 10
Earthquake 1 2 3 2 1 9
Winter Storm 2 1 2 2 2 9
Wildfire 1 1 2 2 1 7
Hail 1 1 1 1 1 5
Extreme Temperature 2 1 1 2 2 8
Drought 1 1 1 2 2 7
Sinkhole/Subsidence 1 1 1 1 1 5
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